


A letter from Vermont Conservation Voters’ Executive Director, Lauren Hierl 

For the last 37 years, Vermont Conservation Voters (VCV) has been on the front 
lines fighting to protect the environment and the wellbeing of Vermonters. We 
endorse and work to elect  environmentally-friendly candidates to public office, 
advocate for strong environmental laws, and hold elected officials accountable for 

the decisions they make affecting our air, water, wildlife, land, communities, and health.

In 2018, Vermonters elected an overwhelming majority of VCV-endorsed candidates, including 
20 state senators and 93 state representatives. Vermonters sent a clear and unmistakable 
message that climate change and clean water matter to them, and they expect to see progress 
on these issues in the upcoming legislative session.  

We are proud of the work we did in the 2019 legislative session in collaboration with our coalition partners and 
legislative allies. The Legislature passed bills to protect Vermonters from toxic chemicals and hold polluters 
accountable; increase investments in weatherization for low- and moderate-income Vermonters; increase incentives 
for electric vehicles; reduce our reliance on single-use plastic products; expand lead testing for drinking water in 
schools and daycare centers; and secure long-term funding for clean water. We plan to push for bold climate action in 
2020 and hold our lawmakers accountable for the promises they made to voters. 

None of our work would be possible without generous support from VCV members like you. The support we receive 
allows us to support environmental champions and be an influential voice in the legislature on environmental issues. 

Now, let’s reflect on this year’s many accomplishments and celebrate some of the new voices contributing to our 
common goal of protecting Vermont’s environment. 



In 2018, Vermont Conservation Voters worked to make environmental protection a top priority 
for candidates and voters. We endorsed candidates for office who reflect our environmental 
values and who have a track record of supporting important issues like climate change action, 

clean water, and toxics regulation. Through VCV political action committees, we provided 
financial support, sent mail, canvassed, and coordinated phone banks for endorsed candidates.
 

We achieved an 86% success rate in the districts where we invested resources. From Middletown 
Springs to St. Albans and St. Johnsbury, VCV’s work helped secure new pro-environment seats, 
and helped our allies facing tough races win on election day.   

Many of the candidates we invested in during 2018 went on to be environmental champions 
during the 2019 legislative session. We wanted to highlight a few of those Representatives here. 

HOUSE VICTORIES Scott Campbell
Scott Campbell is a professional in the 
energy efficiency arena, and has brought 
that expertise to his role on the House 
Committee on Energy & Technology. 
Campbell is an active member of the Cli-
mate Solutions Caucus, a broad coalition 
of legislators pushing for climate action.

Mari Cordes 
Mari Cordes is a strong leader in the 
Climate Solutions Caucus (CSC) and, 
as a nurse, has been able to effectively 
speak to the public health effects of 
climate change. She was elected to the 
caucus leadership team and is currently 
serving as the CSC co-vice chair. 

Kari Dolan 
Kari Dolan was an important ally on the 
House Committee on Natural Resources, 
Fish, and Wildlife. She was a key voice 
and vote for the passage of the clean 
water funding, the single-use plastics 
ban, and increased weatherization 
funding during the 2019 session. 

Kathleen James 
Kathleen James ran on a climate economy 
platform and has been a strong advocate 
for climate issues in the legislature. She 
is an active member of the Climate 
Solutions Caucus, was elected to the 
Caucus leadership team, and is currently 
serving as the co-vice chair. 

Mike McCarthy 
Mike McCarthy is a professional in the 
renewable energy industry and is a strong 
advocate for climate action. McCarthy 
has been an advocate for 21st-century 
transportation solutions in his role on 
the Transportation Committee, and is an 
active member of the Climate Solutions 
Caucus. 



ADVOCACY  IN  ACTION 

Clean Water 
Clean water is essential to 
Vermonters’ health, economy, and 
way of life. To meet our obligations 
to safeguard public health and 
the Vermont brand, VCV called 
on lawmakers to authorize a long-
term, dedicated funding source 
that adequately invests in our water 
cleanup efforts. We also supported 
developing an improved mechanism 
for getting those dollars to high 
priority projects on the ground that 
will reduce pollution and protect our 
waters.

2019 wins:
• Passage of a long-term, stable 

revenue source for clean water 
investments that will be sufficient 
to implement the Vermont Clean 
Water Act (Act 64) and meet our 
other economic, legal, and moral 
obligations to ensure healthy, safe 
water for all Vermonters. 

• Passage of a Clean Water Fund 
distribution model that delivers 
resources to high priority projects 
in a timely manner, and with a 
transparent and accountable 
system for tracking results. 

●Toxics 
Given the lack of federal action 
to reduce our exposure to toxic 
chemicals, Vermont must continue 
working to improve protections 
for our families’ health and the 
environment. VCV is advocating that 
the Legislature pass policies to hold 
toxic polluters accountable for the 
harm they cause; reduce Vermont 
children’s exposure to toxic chemicals 
in children’s products and ensure lead-

free drinking water at schools and 
child-care facilities; as well as setting 
mandatory drinking water protections 
from cancer-causing PFAS chemicals. 

2019 wins:
• Passage of legislation to update the 

Toxic-Free Families Act (Act 188) 
to collect more consumer-friendly 
information on toxic chemicals 
being used in children’s products, 
and to improve the process for 
listing and phasing out the use 
of chemicals of high concern to 
children. 

• Passage by the Legislature of legal 
remedies to help Vermonters 
who have been exposed to 
hazardous chemicals, and hold 
polluters responsible for the harm 
they cause. Unfortunately, the 
Governor vetoed this bill, so the 
Legislature must try to override 
that veto in 2020.

• Passage of a requirement of 
lead testing and remediation of 
drinking water in all schools and 
child care facilities to ensure no 

Our Strategic Priorities and 2019 Victories
Vermont children are drinking lead-
contaminated water at school. 

• Passage of a bill that requires a 
health-protective standard for toxic 
PFAS in all public drinking water 
supplies in the state, as well as an 
examination of other potential 
PFAS contamination sources and 
sites.

● 
Climate Change 
While Vermont has made some 
progress, we are far from meeting 
our own statutory climate action 
commitments. In fact, the latest 
Agency of Natural Resources study 
shows Vermont’s climate pollution 
rose more than 10% in just two years. 
Leadership to reverse this trend is 
urgently required. We can and must 
take serious steps to reduce carbon 
pollution emissions. Doing so will 
create more energy independence, 
enhance public health, improve the 
lives of low-income Vermonters, 
and can help support stewardship of 
our farms and forests, which play a 
critical role in helping to slow climate 
change by taking carbon out of the 
atmosphere.



Our Advocacy Tool Box  

Collaborate with Allies:
• Partner on policy advocacy 

with the Water Caucus, Forest 
Partnership, and Energy 
Independent Vermont coalitions

• Help organize and co-host 
candidate trainings with Leadership 
Education and Development 
Vermont (LEAD-VT)

• Present at conferences, such as 
the Energy Action Network, Safer 
States, and National Caucus of 
Environmental Legislators

• Participate in regional discussions 
about the Transportation & 
Climate Initiative 

● 

Lobbying
• Educate lawmakers on the issues 
• Publish the Environmental Common 

Agenda of legislative priorities
• Testify at committee hearings 
● 
Member Mobilization 
• Grassroots lobbying, including 

organizing Lobby Days at the State 
House

• Action alerts to VCV members
• Weekly Climate Dispatch:  

live video updates from the  
State House

• Weekly legislative updates 

• Connecting with victims of  
toxic pollution 

• Support the Youth Climate  
March and Rally

• Organize Climate Leadership 
Institute to engage, recruit, and 
support climate action candidates

Craft Policy 
• Appointed by the Speaker of the 

House to serve as a member of 
the Single Use Products Working 
Group 

• Work with the Climate Solutions 
Caucus to develop policy ideas

● 

Media Engagement
• Social media presence 
• Organize and host press 

conferences 
• Write op-eds and press releases 
● 
Hold the Executive Branch 
Accountable 
• Monitoring the rulemaking process 

around toxic chemicals in children’s 
products; and implementation of 
the Vermont Clean Water Act

• Monitoring the testing results of 
lead in Vermont schools and child 
care facilities and results of PFAS 
contamination in public drinking 
water supplies.



SCORECARD ACCOUNTABILITY 

After each legislative biennium, 
Vermont Conservation 
Voters (VCV) publishes an 

Environmental Scorecard to highlight 
Vermont state legislators’ voting 
records on issues that impact clean  
air, safe water, action on climate 
change, protecting people from  
toxic chemicals, healthy forests,  
and sustainable communities. 

What is the Environmental Scorecard?
The legislative process can be difficult 
to follow, and our objective with the 
Scorecard is to distill the results so 
that voters can see which lawmakers 
are representing your environmental 
values – and which are not. 

Votes included in the Scorecard focus 
on VCV’s policy priorities. Specific 
votes scored are those that were 
substantive, rather than procedural, 
and that had the greatest effect on 
the outcome of the legislation. 

With our digital Scorecard, voters 
can look up their legislators, see 
their environmental voting record, 
and click on a link to contact their 
lawmaker directly to express their 
appreciation or disappointment in 
their environmental actions. 



501(C)(4) NON-ELECTORAL FINANCIAL REPORT

Assets 
 Cash and cash equivalent $111,670

 Property and equipment -

Total Assets:  $111,670

Net Assets 
 Unrestricted

  Operating $61,479

  Board designated reserve fund $20,000

 Total unrestricted $81,479

 Temporarily restricted  $30,191

 Permanently restricted -

Total Net Assets $111,670

Salaries and Wages $19,749 $5,934 $2,663 $28,346

Benefits and taxes $1,562 $469 $211 $2,242

Consultants and subcontractors  $394 $7 $3 $404

Advertising  $1,230 $308 - $1,538

Bank charges and credit card fees $311 $94 $42 $447

Conferences and meetings $1,072 $109 - $1,181

Facilities expenses $1,585 $476 $214 $2,275

Insurance $295 $89 $40 $424

Licenses and dues $1,661 $774 $564 $2,999

Office supplies $295 $89 $40 $424

Postage  $80 $24 $764 $868

Printing and publications  $1,322 $76 $34 $1,432

Professional fees  - $3,750 - $3,750

Telephone, internet and website  $482 $145 $65 $692

Travel  $1,038 - - $1,038

Depreciation  $490 $147 $67 $704

Total $31,566 $12,491 $4,707 $48,764

Supporting Services

Program 
Services

Management 
and General Fundraising Total

Expenses

*Please note this budget does not reflect extensive voter education and outreach programmatic work that VCV staff conduct 
via our 501(c)3 partner, Vermont Natural Resources Council, nor does this reflect our extensive electoral work conducted via 
Political Action Committees. 

Excerpt from the audited financial report for the period ending June 20, 2018.
The full reviewed financial report for the Vermont Conservation Voters is available upon request. 



Board of Directors

Kinny Perot – Chair  

Jacob B. Perkinson, Esq. – Vice Chair 

Linda Gray – Secretary-Treasurer  

Brian Shupe – President 

Lindsay DesLauriers  

Michael Fisher 

Sue Minter 

Shap Smith  

Shelden Goodwin 
Political Outreach 

Associate 

Lauren Hierl
Executive 
Director 

Vermont Conservation Voters (VCV) maintains a strategic partnership with the Vermont 
Natural Resources Council (VNRC), and is and is able to utilize shared staff capacity in 
development, communications, outreach and legal assistance. For more information about VCV 
and our partnership with VNRC, visit vermontconservationvoters.org.

Vermont Conservation Voters Staff


